
Improvement  
ScIence 
FellowShIpS
Our fully funded Fellowship 
programme offers a unique development 
and funding opportunity for future 
leaders in improvement science through 
our senior Fellowship programme.

Deadline: 12 noon Tuesday 1 July 2014



oUr role

The Health Foundation is leading the development and 
application of a sound knowledge base to improving 
healthcare quality, safety and value to ensure successful 
improvements can be adopted and spread across  
healthcare services.

The Health Foundation has a track record of developing improvement 
leaders and has run a range of leadership Fellowships for people  
working in the health service. The Improvement Science Fellowships  
build on the knowledge and experience we have gained from our  
Fellowship programmes.
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We all want to see better quality healthcare, but  
improving quality – in other words, making healthcare 
safe, effective, person-centred, timely, efficient and 
equitable – is about more than good intentions,  
narrowly-focused research studies or individuals’ skills. 

Improvement science requires a systematic, scientifically rigorous  
approach to build the knowledge base for improving health services  
and translating this knowledge into practice to deliver the best  
possible patient care.

The field of improvement science embraces disciplines across  
health services research, from sociology to statistics, psychology  
to health economics. 

Ultimately, to help build practical knowledge about what works  
to improve healthcare, we need to understand a range of complex  
dynamics: from how patients view their care, to how attitudes,  
processes and different approaches to delivering health services  
can impact on outcomes. 

To find out more about improvement science please visit:  
www.health.org.uk/improvementscience

what IS Improvement 
ScIence?
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Our Improvement Science Fellowships offer a unique 
opportunity to lead original, applied research dedicated  
to improving healthcare in the UK alongside a leadership 
development programme.

The Health Foundation’s Improvement Science  
Fellowship programme is now open for application  
until 12 noon Tuesday 1 July 2014.

“ For my research project I investigated and iteratively 
developed the PROMPT (Practical Obstetric Multiprofessional 
Training) course which has been associated with improved 
knowledge, communication, team-working and direct 
improvements in perinatal outcomes. I have recently been 
awarded a Queen’s Anniversary Award for my work and 
would not have had the time and head space to develop  
this work without my Improvement Science Fellowship.”

Tim Draycott
Consultant Obstetrician, Clinical Senior Lecturer at the University  
of Bristol and Health Foundation Improvement Science Fellow

Improvement ScIence 
FellowShIpS
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Key facts 

We are seeking clinicians, NHS managers or academics to be the 
future leaders of improvement science, and develop the essential 
leadership skills to run major research programmes to improve  
the quality of healthcare in the UK.

We will fund up to five Fellowships for original, applied research 
dedicated to improving healthcare in the UK including full salary 
and research costs.

Fellows will participate in a tailored leadership development 
programme over the three years, including action learning sets, 
coaching and master-class sessions.

Fellows will need to demonstrate significant research or 
improvement in practice experience, with PhD or MD as  
the minimum entry requirement. We particularly welcome 
applications from clinicians.

Fellows will have the opportunity for mentoring support from  
and to work with the Health Foundation Improvement Science 
Development Group, an international group of experts from 
disciplines within the field of improvement science. (see page 8).

The deadline for submitting an application form and research 
proposal is 12 noon Tuesday 1 July 2014.

For more information on the Improvement Science Fellowships 
please visit: www.health.org.uk/isf
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who can apply?

We are seeking applicants:
–   with curiosity and a passion for improving healthcare
–   who can demonstrate leadership skills, including the ability  

to influence healthcare practice and policy
–   who have a minimum qualification of a PhD in a relevant area,  

or an MD. We will consider any discipline that supports scientific  
efforts to improve healthcare, including any clinical or health-related 
subject, social sciences or appropriate broader scientific fields

–   who can demonstrate significant research or improvement  
in practice experience 

–   who may be pursuing a clinical, NHS management or an  
academic career

–   who have the active support of a ‘home’ academic institution  
that is pursuing leading research in improvement science.

We are particularly keen to encourage applications  
from mid-career clinicians who wish to combine  
research into improvement with continuing  
clinical practice.



why apply?

The Fellowship programme offers the space and support  
to develop your potential to be a leader in the field of 
improvement science.

Previous Fellows have used the opportunity to develop  
the expertise they needed to:
–   re-position their career in improvement science
–   combine in-depth research with continuing clinical practice
–   consolidate their research interests and build capacity locally
–   make the move from local improvement to national  

implementation and evaluation. 

For full information on the eligibility criteria and application  
process please visit: www.health.org.uk/isf

“ The Fellowship is supporting me to make time to reflect,  
be more effective as a leader and build my academic career.  
This gives me confidence that I can make a difference to  
the way improvement is measured in healthcare, a crucial 
ingredient in delivering better care for patients worldwide.”

Tom Woodcock
Health Foundation Improvement Science Fellow
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health FoUndatIon 
Improvement ScIence
development GroUp

The Health Foundation aims to make a major contribution 
to the development of the field of improving health services, 
and as part of this commitment we set up the Health 
Foundation Improvement Science Development Group. 

This is a network of international experts from disciplines within the 
field of improvement science. The group contributes to the development 
of improvement science through the sharing of ideas and knowledge. 

The Improvement Science Development Group is a valuable resource 
for the Improvement Science Fellows. Fellows will have the opportunity 
to contribute to publications, take part in online discussions and deepen 
their understanding of the different disciplines that contribute to 
improvement science.

The ISDG is chaired by Professor Paul B Batalden, MD, Emeritus Professor, 
Geisel Medical School and the Dartmouth Institute of Health Policy and 
Clinical Practice.

For more information about the development group and its members 
please visit: www.health.org.uk/isdg
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“   Developing the science of improving healthcare today is  
one of the basic challenges facing all societies. Improving  
the ‘quality-safety-value’ of healthcare invites the 
contributions of differently prepared experts who bring 
diverse ‘ways of knowing’ to the task. Working with and 
across these knowledge systems requires new forms of  
inquiry and creativity.”

Professor Paul B Batalden
Chair of the Health Foundation Improvement Science Development Group



The Health Foundation is an independent charity working  
to improve the quality of healthcare in the UK. 

We are here to support people working in healthcare practice 
and policy to make lasting improvements to health services. 

We carry out research and in-depth policy analysis, fund 
improvement programmes in the NHS, support and develop 
leaders and share evidence to encourage wider change. 

We want the UK to have a healthcare system of the highest 
possible quality – safe, effective, person-centred, timely,  
efficient and equitable.

The Health Foundation
90 Long Acre
London WC2E 9RA
T 020 7257 8000
F 020 7257 8001
E info@health.org.uk

Registered charity number: 286967
Registered company number: 1714937

For more information, visit:
www.health.org.uk

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/HealthFdn

Sign up for our email newsletter:
www.health.org.uk/enewsletter 


