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Brexit and Participation in EU-Funded Projects including Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+  

 Applications Awards  

Until March 
2019 
 

No change: UK remains eligible.1  All reviewers have 
been given anti-bias training and for some schemes 
(e.g. Erasmus+ Key Action 2) much of the 
assessment happens in the UK by British 
reviewers.  Success rates have been largely static 
when the UK applies.    
 

No change: awards to run as per contract.1   
 

April 2019 to 
December 
2020 

IF WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT IS AGREED: 
UK will be able to bid as both project lead and 
partner.2 & 3 

IF WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT IS AGREED: 
UK partners will continue to receive funding for the 
lifetime of that project. 2 & 3   
 

 IF NO WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT IS REACHED: 
It is likely that the UK will initially be considered as a 
third country (i.e. non EU Member State/Associated 
Country).  
 

As a third country UK organisations will still be able to 
participate as partners but may not be able to receive 
any EU funding.  
 
In addition, for some programmes, UK organisations 
may not be eligible to participate (e.g. where the UK is 
a sole beneficiary of a fellowship) or may be asked to 
change their role (e.g. as co-ordinator).   

 

IF NO WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT IS REACHED: 
It is likely that the UK will initially be considered as a 
third country (i.e. non EU Member State/Associated 
Country).  
 

The UK Government’s commitment to underwrite 
project funding means that projects can continue. 4 & 5 
 

In projects where a UK institution is the sole 
beneficiary (e.g. MSCA Individual Fellowships, ERC 
grants) activity will continue but this will be outside the 
H2020 programme. 
 

In projects where a UK organisation is leading, 
consortium activity will continue but UK organisations 
may be expected to relinquish leadership. 

January 
2021 
onwards  

Unknown: the Prime Minister has committed to 
“establishing a far reaching science and innovation 
pact”6.  The EU’s negotiating guidelines state a desire 
that UK continue to participate “subject to the relevant 
conditions for the participation of third countries”7.  the 
proposals for Horizon Europe and Erasmus+ schemes 
beyond 2020 include multiple models of association 
so, subject to the UK agreeing to paying in to the 
schemes, there would be a legal framework for the UK 
to continue participating.   

Awards made before 31 December 2020 will continue 
to be paid under the contracts previously agreed.   
 
Awards made from 1 January 2021 onwards will be 
subject to future agreements between the UK and EU.     
 
 

Further information and updates can be obtained from euro_res@mmu.ac.uk   

                                                           
1 “UK Participation in Horizon 2020” (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, March 2018)  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/686810/Horizon_2020_Core_lines.pdf  
2 Joint Report from the Negotiators of the European Union and the United Kingdom Government (UK Government & European Commission, December 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665869/Joint_report_on_progress_during_phase_1_of_negotiations_under_
Article_50_TEU_on_the_United_Kingdom_s_orderly_withdrawal_from_the_European_Union.pdf  
3 Draft Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy 

Community (European Commission, March 2018) https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/draft_agreement_coloured.pdf  
4 Chancellor Philip Hammond guarantees EU funding beyond date UK leaves the EU (13 August 2016) https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-philip-
hammond-guarantees-eu-funding-beyond-date-uk-leaves-the-eu  
5 Funding from EU programmes guaranteed until the end of 2020 (24 July 2018) https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-from-eu-programmes-

guaranteed-until-the-end-of-2020 
6 PM speech on our future economic partnership with the European Union(2 March 2018) https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-on-our-
future-economic-partnership-with-the-european-union 
7 European Council (Art. 50) (23 March 2018) - Guidelines (European Council, March 2018) http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/33458/23-euco-art50-
guidelines.pdf  
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